
 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR ALLERDALE 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the County Council Local Committee for Allerdale held on 
Monday, 7 November 2022 at 10.00 am at West Cumbria House 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 
  
 

Mr AL Barry (Vice-Chair) 
Ms C Bell 
Miss D Garton 
Mr MA Johnson 
Mr A Kennon 
Mr J Lister 
 

Mr KA Little 
Mr T Lywood 
Mr AJ Markley (Chair) 
Ms C McCarron-Holmes 
Mr S Stoddart 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs S Davis-Johnston - Traffic Management Team Leader (West) 
Mr D Hamilton - Democratic Services Officer 
Ms L Shaw 
Mrs L Thorburn 

- Area Manager - Allerdale/Copeland 
- Area Planning Manager 

Miss A Sykes 
Ms S Joughin 
Ms C Khupe 
Mrs A Wakefield 
 
Mrs C Weldon 
Mrs G Ternent 

- Local Area Network Manager 
- Together We 
- Together We 
- Project Development Officer – Environmental and 

Sustainability 
- PMO Specialist 
- Public Health Locality Manager 

 
 

  
PART 1 – ITEMS CONSIDERED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 

 

 
45 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Lord R Liddle and Mrs M Rae.  
 
 
46 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.  
 
 
47 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
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RESOLVED that,  the press and public be not excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of any items of business. 

 
 
48 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
A statement was received from the Mr Christopher Lasper which supported his 
objection to the proposals made as part of the Cockermouth & Surrounding Area 
Traffic Regulation Order Review. 
 
Mr Lasper was unable to attend the meeting but his statement was read to the 
Committee by the Traffic Management Team Leader and went as follows:- 
 
“Statement in support of Objection 1 listed on page 77 of the Agenda ( for the 7th 
November 2022 meeting of the Local Committee for Allerdale.  
 
The correct form of my Objection is that I seek a modification to “prohibit vehicular 
parking on Beech Lane, Castlegate Drive and Isel Road (and on the roads within 
that triangle) by anyone visiting Cockermouth School as a student or a member of 
staff”.  
 
Daily over the last few years, I have been visiting Beech Lane and adjoining lengths 
of other roads and have photographed the registration plates of parked cars: two 
morning visits (at least 2 hours apart) and one afternoon visit (around 2.00 pm) on a 
school day and one morning visit on a non-school day. The observed presence of a 
car on school days and its observed absence on non-school days establish both the 
predominance of the School related parking and the triviality of the parking by 
residents, their tradesmen etc.  
 
During a school year, the number of School related cars is not constant, but 
increases as the sixth-formers obtain their driving licences, and suddenly falls after 
the examinations are over.  
 
My first two attachments are tables covering the same 10 days and showing the 
culmination of last year’s car parking: a total of 43 School related cars, a vast 
majority of which were present on any one of the 10 days.  
 
My third attachment copies a photograph that I took at 9.37 am on March 28 2022, 
capturing the whole length of Beech Lane from number 19 (a then typical starting 
point of the parking): there are 21 cars (all School related) in addition to those in 
Oaktree Crescent and Castlegate Drive.  
 
This photograph fairly illustrates the School related parking’s imposition of single file 
vehicular traffic (for a good 150 yards during the seven hour school day), the denial 
to Beech Lane’s even numbers of all use of their frontages and the restriction (to 
driveways) of the odd numbers’ use of their frontages. Nor is this one of the 
commonplaces of highway life, such as residents’ parking along the frontage of their 
own terrace of houses or parking (by the public generally) along a row of shops or 
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indeed, a temporary scrummage of cars delivering/collecting children at the 
start/end of a school day.  
 
My fourth attachment is a table showing the car parking early in the present school 
year: there is one more car than in the comparable table for last year and so, a clear 
likelihood that this year’s culmination will exceed last year’s 43.  
 
The “monitoring” upon which the “Officers recommendation” rests is, at most, 
occasional and is incapable of yielding the factual detail and analysis that my 
observations do; this analysis establishes the precise cause of the parking and the 
traffic authority’s duty to make the precisely targeted modification (as above) “to 
secure the expeditious ……. movement of …….. traffic” (RTRA 84 section 122(1)).  
 
To give fair notice, I suggest that the modification does not take effect until 
September 2023.” 
 
Members considered the statement and the following response was provided by the 
Chair:- 
 
“Thank you, Mr Lasper for raising your concerns with the Local Committee today.   

The Highways team have undertaken many inspections in the area, during 2018 

through to lockdowns in March 2020, recommencing inspections in 2022, to monitor 

the parking in the Beech Lane area of Cockermouth.  

Whilst we appreciate that the inspections do not take place on a daily basis during 

school term-time, a significant resource has been put into monitoring the parking 

behaviours in this area. 

The Traffic Regulation Order being considered under Agenda Item 10 at our 

meeting today relates to proposals having undergone thorough public consultation.   

The restrictions that you have requested today have not been publicly consulted 

upon, to gain feedback from other affected parties or statutory consultees and 

therefore the Committee cannot agree to introduce any additional proposals as part 

of this Order at this time. 

Members of the Highways Working Group were advised that the restrictions being 

requested by you had formed part of Judicial Review proceedings in 2019 and 2022. 

Permission to proceed was refused on both occasions.  

In 2019 you claimed that the Council was duty bound to act under Section 130 

Highways Act 1980. Or in the alternative that the Council had incorrectly exercised 

it’s discretion as to whether action should be taken. The Court concluded that the 

occupation of the highway in this manner amounted to an accepted use of the 

Highway and that the activity was reasonable. They further concluded that the 

actions taken were not unlawful and there was no reasonable basis for the claim. 

Your 2022 claim sought to rely on new case law to support your claim. The court 

came to the same conclusions to that of the 2019 application.  
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Following the 2022 decision, the Highways team agreed to conduct a further site 

visit in the area during November 2022. I understand this is yet to take place, 

however the result of which will be communicated to Local Members.” 

 
49 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED that,  the minutes of the previous meeting of Allerdale Local 
Committee held on 13 September 2022 be agreed as an 
accurate and complete record.  

 
 
50 'TOGETHER WE' PRESENTATION 
 
Members considered a presentation from Director of Together We which focused on 
the following areas:-  
 
           About us 
 

• Together We was founded in 2017 by Sam Joughin and Janine Ward. 

• Four core services, Talk, Carry, Fitness and Recovery. 

• Offer a range of interventions which combine well to provide care from 
“cradle to grave”. 

• Service delivery is co designed with service users and intends to be based on 
evidence and guided discovery.  

• Target multi-model psychological intervention, education and physical activity 
to improve a person’s wellbeing and aiming to reduce the impact of mental 
health and physical health problems on individuals and on their wider 
community 
 
The Past Two Years 
 

• Recruited a further 4 skilled directors, most have thematical roles which 
improve the day to day running of Together We.  

• Subcontracted HR and H&S consultant to support our expanding team.  

• Recruited a Volunteer Manager to help us best support our lived experience 
volunteers back into volunteering and employment.  

• Strengthened finance management and undertaken several business 
improvement activities.  

• Aiming to recruit an organizational manager to support day to day running of 
Together We.  
 

Our Services 
 

• Together We Talk 

• Recovery College 

• Together Fitness 

• Together We Carry 
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Our Aims 
 

• We aim to increase a person's understanding of their health and factors and 
determinants that may contribute to improving their overall health and 
Wellbeing. 

• We aim to increase access to low level interventions and stop referrals into 
other services.  

• We aim to provide a whole person approach to health that covers all ages, 
social economic background, and ability.  

• We aim to provide support that is individually tailored for the person and 
group sessions which provides psychoeducation to educate and put the 
person at the centre of their care.  

• We also aim to provide training and opportunities for staff to undertake a very 
different and niche role working with mental and physical wellbeing together. 

 

 
51 CUMBRIA COASTAL COMMUNITY FOREST 
 
Members received a presentation from the Project Development Officer on the topic 
of Cumbria Coastal Community Forest which highlighted the following key areas:-  
 
• Cumbria Coastal Community Forest (CCCF) is the newest of England’s 

Community Forests – now 13 in total, soon to be 15 
• Prioritising woodland creation in areas of: 

– low tree cover 
– high levels of socio-economic deprivation 
– significant concentrations of people 

• CCCF will be a bespoke programme to make sure we deliver benefits for our 
communities 

• England’s Community Forests & the Community Forest Trust are there to 
support  

• Core forest area focuses around urban locations in West Cumbria 
• Extends up to 5km (3 miles) from areas with a high index of multiple deprivation  
• We can also operate within a ‘halo’ of up to 10 miles from our core area 

boundary 
• Aiming to plant 150 ha over the next 3 years  
• Long term ambition to plant up to 5000 ha over the next 25 years 
• A ‘Forest Plan’ is under development 
 
 
52 FIBRE BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT 
 
Members considered a report which provided an overview of policy and market 
conditions driving current high levels of telecoms deployment activity in the county. 
The Program Management Office (PMO) Specialist reminded members that the UK 
Government had committed to expanding access to gigabit capable broadband to at 
least 85% of properties in the UK by 2025 with the aim of reaching all properties in 
the UK by 2033.  
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It was explained that Cumbria was the regional pilot for the delivery of the public 
funded deployment into areas where no commercial gigabit deployment is planned 
by 2025 or where no supplier has expressed an interest in developing a voucher 
funded project. The Project Gigabit procurement was being run by Building Digital 
UK (BDUK), on behalf of UK Government and a contract was expected to be 
formally awarded before the end of November 2022. In Cumbria it was anticipated 
that circa 190,000 properties to be targeted via commercial deployment activity and 
up to 60,000 properties would be targeted through the public funded contract. To 
date 20,000 properties were already gigabit capable. 
 
Since 2018, a large number of new companies had entered the broadband market 
developing their own full fibre broadband networks in competition with incumbents 
and each other. Members heard that there were nine such deployments currently in 
Cumbria. 
 
The County Council team were actively engaging with broadband suppliers in an 
effort to understand their plans, encourage investment into Cumbria and create 
forums to resolve issues as they arise.  
 
 
 
53 PARKING SERVICES ANNUAL REPORT 
 
RESOLVED that,  members noted the contents of the report.  
 
 
 
54 ALLERDALE HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP MINUTES 
 
Members considered a report which provided details of the outcome of the meeting 
of the Highways Working Group (HWG) held on 6 October 2022 and presents HWG 
recommendations to the Local Committee for approval. 

The Local Area Network manager introduced the report by explaining that the 
recommendations relating to the Devolved Capital Budget for Allerdale 2022/23 be 
disregarded as it had been clarified that the responsibility for setting both the 
financial strategy and the budgets for 2023/24 rests solely with the two shadow 
authorities, Westmorland and Furness and Cumberland. However, officers would 
continue working with the Shadow Authorities in the development of their budgets, 
constitution and scheme of delegation and members could be assured that the list of 
schemes would be shared with the Shadow Authorities for their consideration.  
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader provided an overview of the 
recommendations made by HWG in relation to the Cockermouth and Surrounding 
Area Traffic Regulation Order Review. The statutory consultation and advertisement 
took place between 25 August and 15 September 2022 which included the following 
4 proposals:-  
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• U2212 Park Bridge, Loweswater 

To introduce an 18 tonnes maximum gross vehicle weight restriction along a 
section of the U2212 at Park Bridge, Loweswater. The proposed restriction 
followed structural assessment of Park Bridge, Loweswater and had been 
recommended in the interests of safety.  

A total of 4 responses were received to this proposal.  

• U2212 Church Bridge, Loweswater 

To introduce a 33 tonnes maximum gross vehicle weight restriction along a 
section of the U2212 at Church Bridge, Loweswater.  The proposed 
restriction followed structural assessment of Church Bridge, Loweswater and 
had been recommended in the interests of safety.   

A total of 1 response was received to this proposal.  

• U2103 Torpenhow 

To introduce a Prohibition of Motor Vehicles (except for access) along a 
section of the U2103 Torpenhow. The proposed restriction and associated 
exemptions support its use as a safe active travel route whilst allowing 
access to adjacent land, in conjunction with the new junction improvements. 

A total of 2 responses were received to the proposal.   

• B5289 Buttermere and Crummock Water 

To extend No Waiting at any Time restrictions (double yellow lines) at several 
sections along the B5289 at Buttermere and Crummock Water.  

A total of 3 responses were received to this proposal.   

Members heard that an additional 2 objections were received to the proposed Traffic 
Regulation Order that didn’t directly relate to any of the individual proposals.  
 
The first objection was from a resident who objected to owners of vehicles attending 
Cockermouth School parking on Beech Lane, Castlegate Drive, Oaktree Crescent 
and Limetree Crescent, Cockermouth, causing obstruction of the highway. It was 
requested that the Council considered implementing parking restrictions to prevent 
those aforementioned from parking in this residential area.   
 
Following a discussion about the objection, the Traffic Management Team Leader 
explained that the team had been monitoring the area and undertaking periodic 
inspections relating to this matter. On-street parking had been noted, but not to the 
extent that would require changes to current restrictions.  Therefore, Officers 
recommended that no changes be made to the restrictions in this area. 
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The second objection related to Articles 26 to 28C, and to the related definitions of 
“Cockermouth Market”, “Market Superintendent”, “Operator of Cockermouth Market” 
and “spring fair”. It was acknowledged that the references to any market and such 
provision in Market Place should have been removed from the current proposed 
Consolidation Order before statutory consultation and advertisement. Consultation 
with all relevant event organisers as well as the Town Council confirms that there is 
no intention to hold a Spring Fair on the highway as currently noted in the 
TRO. Therefore, officers recommend that the provisions relating to the holding of 
the Spring Fair now be removed from the Order in their entirety. 
 

RESOLVED that, 
 
1) Local Committee notes the minutes of the meeting of the HWG held on the 

6th October 2022 which are attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2) That Local Committee endorse the recommendation of the HWG and agree 
the following recommendation: 

That having taken into consideration the matters contained in section 122(2) 
of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which are more specifically referred 
to at paragraph 7.2 of the Cockermouth and Surrounding Area Traffic 
Regulation Order Review report attached as Appendix 3 to this report, Local 
Committee agrees that “The County of Cumbria (Various Roads, 
Cockermouth) (Consolidation and Provision of Traffic Regulations) Order 
20><, (“the Order”) be brought into operation, as advertised, SAVE FOR the 
following:  

(i) Articles 26, 27A and 27B, and Schedule 20A, together with all 
definitions and entries relating to the Cockermouth Market which 
appear elsewhere in the Order, which were quashed by an Order of 
the High Court dated 26th September 2014, and which were, 
inadvertently, included in the advertised Order; 

(ii) Articles 28A, 28B and 28C, and Schedule 20B, together with all 
definitions and entries which appear elsewhere in the Order, relating to 
the Spring Fair. 

 
 
55 AREA MANAGER REPORT 
 
Members considered a report from the Assistant Director – Customer and 
Community Services which sought to bring members up to date with activity across 
Allerdale and recent developments.  
 
The Area Manager provided an overview of the report beginning with an update on 
the Aspatria Community Hub. Members heard that planning permission had been 
obtained and tenders for the works had been received. A project update had been 
submitted to the Strategic Investment Group for approval to proceed with the works. 
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If approved, it was anticipated that works would commence towards the end of 
November and would last until early April 2023.  
 
Following this an update was provided on the Flimby Flood Alleviation Scheme. 
Members heard that work had now started on site and upon completion of the 
replacement culvert across the A596 at Brag Beck, was due to finish March 2023. 

The notice for Wigton Infant School was published in the Times and Star on 
Thursday 13 October followed by a four week period ending 10 November 2022, 
during which anyone could send in a formal representation in response to the legal 
notice. A final decision on the implementation of the proposals would be taken by 
Cabinet on 15 December 2022. 

Members then heard that it had been announced that the refurbishment of Parkside 
Care Home in Maryport was nearing completion and would reopen in autumn. The 
County Council invested almost £1m to refurbish Parkside Care Home in Maryport 
to help it meet the Dementia Gold Standard. 
 
In relation to the development of ‘warm spots/hubs’, information had now been 
circulated with detail of what a warm spot / hub should include, how to register on 
the county wide interactive map and details about funding available to support those 
wishing to set up a warm welcome space. 

A detailed update was then provided on the 2022 Summer Reading Challenge 
increased compared to the 2021 challenge. This year, it had a STEM focus with the 
Reading Agency teaming up with the Science Museum Group to bring us 
Gadgeteers, a challenge that focused on inspiring children to see the science and 
innovation behind everyday objects and showing that reading and science are for 
everyone.  
 
This was complemented by a weekly programme of themed activities for the 
duration of the summer holidays across all Allerdale libraries. 49 sessions were 
delivered across 8 libraries and were attended by over 600 children and adults. 24 
of these were Feed & Read sessions where over 150 recipe bags were handed out 
providing over 600 meals to families within Allerdale communities. 
 
RESOLVED that,  members note the contents of the report.  
 

 
56 INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITIES 
 
Members considered a report from the Assistant Director – Customer and 
Community Services which presented grant applications in excess of £5,000 for 
consideration and approval from the 2022-23 budget.  
 
The Area Planning Manager provided an overview of the applications and reminded 
members that grant applications under £5,000 had also been included in the report 
where funding had previously been awarded to the applying organisation which 
would take the full amount applied for over £5,000. 
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The Community Rail Partnership applied for £1,500 for the cost of 4 large planters 
as they had been working with a local community group to enhance Maryport 
Railway Station. The group have undertaken planting around the station. However 
anti-social behaviour resulted in the  fibreglass planters being damaged. The group 
would like to replace the planters with stone or an alternative durable material.  
 
The Cumbria Countryside Access Team sought funds so as to be to replace two 

trees that were felled due to disease on Cherry Lane, Cockermouth. The cost 

includes replanting of two trees, stump removal and landscaping. At a meeting held 

on 6th May 2022, members agreed funding of £500 for this project.  

 

Further funding had been required to take into account revised costs. The total cost 

of the project is £1,580 but due to a previous allocation, an amount of £1,080 was 

required. 

 

Members heard that Caldbeck Parish Council took over ownership of Hesket 

Newmarket Pond from the Lake District National Park Authority in July 2021.   

The Parish Council would like to make repairs to the pond to ensure safety. It would 

also enhance the local environment by promoting a biodiverse area for the benefit of 

wildlife.  

 

The total cost of the project was £4,346 and the organisation were applying to local 

committee for £2,346 of Environment Funding. 

 

Lorton Parish Council had applied for funding for interpretation boards highlighting 

their biodiversity project and the wildlife in Lorton. This would include the history and 

attractions within the parish boundary. 

 

The total cost of the project is £3,500 and the organisation were applying to local 

committee for £500 from the Environment Fund.  A further £1,000 had been 

committed to the project from the Local Member’s general provision allocation. 

 

The Port of Workington would like to improve the land around Merchants’ Quay by 

creating a circular walking route, they would undertake strimming to clear the 

pathways making them more accessible. To enhance the area, they would also like 

to provide a bench and an interpretation board illustrating the route of the walk, 

history of the port and points of interest.  

 

The total cost of the project is £2,000 and the Port of Workington were applying to 

local committee for £2,000 from the Environment Fund. 

 

Allerdale Borough Council had recently re-surfaced 2 sections of the cycle path 

running from Harrington Road to Central Way and would like to replicate the work 

for the remainder of the path.  

 

The total cost of the project is £11,500 and the Allerdale Borough Council were 

applying to local committee for an amount up to £6,000 of Environment Funding. 



 

 
 
 

11 

 

Allerdale Community Development team are working with Cumbria County Council 

Property Team to resolve the flooding problem on Jubilee Walk, Aspatria. 

 

Through funding received from 2021/22 and 2022/23 Environment Fund, work was 

undertaken in August 2022 to install a soakaway and French drain to alleviate 

flooding on the footpath.  

 

This drainage work has helped, but during heavy downpours some flooding is still 

evident and further work is required to raise the level of the path. 

 

The total cost of the project is £15,000 but due to a previous allocation, an amount 

up to £5,000 is required. Works would be carried out by an external contractor.  

 

The Area Planning Manager then provided an overview of the recommendation that 

funds be vired from the School Crossing Patrol Fund to the General Provision Fund 

to be allocated to provide signage and road marking improvements and to purchase 

road safety resources and equipment to benefit primary schools across Allerdale. 

Members heard that this was because the Allerdale School Crossing budget was 

showing an estimated underspend of £40,000 by the end of 2022/23 due to 

vacancies and recently disestablished posts. 

 
RESOLVED that,  
 

1) Members note the contents of the report. 

 

2) Members agree that an amount of £1,500 is allocated from the 

Environment Fund to Community Rail Partnership towards enhancements 

to Maryport Railway Station. 

 
3) Members agree that an amount of £1,080 is allocated from the 

Environment Fund to Cumbria Countryside Access Team to replace two 

trees that were felled due to disease. 

 
4) Members agree that an amount of £2,346 is allocated from the 

Environment Fund to Caldbeck Parish Council towards Hesket 

Newmarket Pond Project. 

 
5) Members agree that an amount of £500 is allocated from the Environment 

Fund and £1,000 from local member’s general provision allowance to 

Lorton Parish Council towards interpretation boards. 

 
6) Members agree that an amount of £2,000 is allocated from the 

Environment Fund to The Port of Workington towards Merchants’ Quay 

improvements. 
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7) Members agree that an amount up to £6,000 is allocated from the 

Environment Fund to Allerdale Borough Council towards cycle path 

improvements. 

 
8) Members agree that an amount up to £5,000 is allocated from the 

Environment Fund to address flooding issues at Jubilee Walk, Aspatria. 

 
9) Members agree that an amount of up to £40,000 is vired from the School 

Crossing Patrol Fund to the General Provision Fund. 

 
10)  Members agree that funds vired from the School Crossing Patrol Fund to 

the General Provision Fund are allocated to provide signage and road 

marking improvements and to purchase road safety resources and 

equipment to benefit primary schools across Allerdale. 

 
57 CHAMPION UPDATES 
 
There were no Champions updates on this occasion.  
 
 
58 VERBAL REPORTS FROM MEMBERS SERVING ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
There were no updates from members serving on outside bodies on this occasion.  
 
 
59 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Allerdale Local Committee is due to take place on 18 
January 2023 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.00 pm 
  

 
 

 


